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KRISTIN L. MATTHEWS

Associate Professor

Department of English

Brigham Young University

4160 JFSB

Provo, UT  84602

801-422-5295

kristin_matthews@byu.edu
EDUCATION

August 2004:

Ph.D., English, University of Wisconsin-Madison

August 1997:

M.A., English, University of Wisconsin-Madison

May 1995:

B.A., summa cum laude, Brigham Young University 




Major: English 

EMPLOYMENT
Brigham Young University:
Professor (2019–present)

Associate Professor (2011–2019)




Assistant Professor (2004–2011)




Professor (2019–present)
HONORS & AWARDS

Women’s Research Initiative Grant. Global Women’s Studies. Brigham Young University. January 2021.

College Excellence in Teaching Award. College of Humanities. Brigham Young University, August 2019.
Women’s Research Initiative Grant. Global Women’s Studies. Brigham Young University. January 2017.

American Studies Professor of the Year. Brigham Young University. April 2016.

Ray & Ida Lee Beckham Lectureship in Communications. School of Communications lecture prize. Brigham Young University. 2015.

Stone-Suderman Prize. Awarded by American Studies for best journal article published in its 2009 issues. (Received in 2013.)
Alcuin Fellow of GE & Honors (2013-2016). Brigham Young University Award. August 2012.

Faculty Women’s Association Teaching Award. Brigham Young University. April 2012.
Albert J. Colton Fellowship. Utah Humanities Council. May 2010.

English Department Teaching Award. Brigham Young University. April 2008.

American Studies Professor of the Year. Brigham Young University. April 2007.
Undergraduate Education Research Grant. Brigham Young University. December 2005.

Course Development Grant. Faculty Development Center. Brigham Young University. May 2005.

PUBLICATIONS

Monograph
Reading America: Citizenship, Democracy, and Cold War Literature. (Part of Studies in Print Culture and History of the Book Series.) University of Massachusetts Press, 2016.
Edited Volumes
Co-editing volume on Black Arts Movement poet Mari Evans with Dr. Althea Tait. Forthcoming in 2022.

Peer-Reviewed Scholarly Articles Published
“Making Reading Popular: Cold War Literacy and Classics Illustrated.” Book History 22 (2019): 320–341.
“’Woke’ and Reading: Social Media, Reception, and Contemporary Black Feminism.”

Participations: Journal of Audience & Reception Studies 16.1 (May 2019): 390–411. 
 “True Grit: A Radical Tale.” Journal of American Culture 41.4 (December 2018): 370–384.

“Mari Evans—Renaissance Woman.” Callaloo: A Journal of African Diaspora Arts and Letters 39.3 (Summer 2016): 551–560.
“Reading America Reading in Thomas Pynchon’s The Crying of Lot 49.” Arizona Quarterly 68.2 (Summer 2012): 89–122.

“Neither Inside Nor Outside: Mari Evans, the Black Aesthetic, and the Canon.” CEA: Critic 73.2 (Winter 2011): 34–54. 

“One Nation Over Coals: Cold War Nationalism and the Barbecue.” American Studies 50.3–4 (2011): 5–34. (Winner of the Stone-Suderman Prize and featured on JSTOR Daily on 25 May 2018.)
“Reading, Guidance, and Cold War Consensus in Alfred Hitchcock’s Rope.” The Journal of Popular Culture 44.3 (August 2010): 738–760. 

“The Politics of ‘Home’ in Lorraine Hansberry’s A Raisin in the Sun.” Modern Drama 54.1 (December 2008): 556–578.

“A Mad Proposition in Postwar America.” The Journal of American Culture 30.2 (June 2007): 212–221. 
“The ABCs of Mad Magazine: Reading, Citizenship, and Cold War America.” International Journal of Comic Art 8.2 (Fall 2006): 248–268.
Peer-Reviewed Scholarly Book Chapters Published
“Reading for Freedom in Cold War America.” Forthcoming in Bloomsbury Handbook to Cold War Literatures. Bloomsbury Press, 2021. 

“The Medium, The Message, The Movement: Print Culture and New Left Politics.” Pressing the Fight: Print, Propaganda, and the Cold War. Eds. Greg Barnhisel and Catherine Turner. University of Massachusetts Press, 2010. pp. 31–49.

“For(Giving) Trespasses: A Study of Daphne Marlatt’s Ana Historic.” Identity and

Alterity in Canadian Literature. Ed. Dana Puiu. Canadian Studies Center, 2003. 109–127.

Book Reviews

Review of Natalia Kamovnikova’s Made Under Pressure: Literary Translation in the Soviet Union, 1960-1991. U Massachusetts Press, 2018. Forthcoming in Reception: texts, readers, audiences, history February 2019 (6 MS/pgs).

Review of Amanda Laugesen’s Taking Books to the World: American Publishers and the Cultural Cold War. U Massachusetts Press, 2018. Published in SHARP News (2 MS/pgs).
http://www.sharpweb.org/sharpnews/2018/09/20/amanda-laugesen-taking-books-to-the-world-american-publishers-and-the-cultural-cold-war/
Review of Greg Castillo’s Cold War on the Home Front: The Soft Power of Midcentury Design. American Studies 50.3/4 (Fall/Winter 2009): 187–188.
Other Publications

“Foreword” to One Hundred Birds Taught Me to Fly. By Ashley Mae Hoiland. (Provo, UT: Neal A. Maxwell Institute of Religious Studies, 2016), xv–xviii. (The author, editor, and I received an Honorable Mention for the 2017 LDSPPA Praiseworthy Award for our work on this book.)
“The Worth of Souls is Great.” Brigham Young University Speeches 2013–2014. (Provo, UT: Brigham Young University, 2014), 117–132. 
“Patricia Highsmith.” Magill’s Survey of American Literature. Ed. Steven G. Kellman.  Pasadena, CA: Salem Press, 2006. 1098–1103.

“The Nellie Tree.” African American Review 40.1 (June 2006): 43.

Creative Work 

“At War! The Changing Face of American War Illustration.” BYU Museum of Art exhibition, February 3–August 3, 2011. Co-curated with Marian Wardle (MOA) and Bethanne Anderson (Fine Arts and Communication). 
Work In Progress
Monograph on Reading, Black Feminism, and the Contemporary Freedom Struggle.
Conferences Organized
Reception Studies Society National Meeting. To be held at Brigham Young University in September 2019.

“Conservation, Restoration, Sustainability: A Call to Stewardship.” Co-organizer of international academic symposium as part of Environmental Ethics Initiative Board. Brigham Young University. 8–10 November 2012.

“Illustrating War: The Aesthetics and Ethics of Representation.” Academic symposium running in conjunction with MOA exhibit “At War! The Changing Face of American War Illustration.” Brigham Young University. 25–26 February 2011.

ACADEMIC PRESENTATIONS
“’How to be Anti-Racist’: Reading, Black Feminist Primers, and the Contemporary Freedom

Struggle.” Accepted for American Studies Association’s 2020 National Meeting that was 

canceled due to COVID.

“’There is power in the word’: YA Literature and the Contemporary Freedom Struggle.” 

Accepted for SHARP 2020’s International Meeting that was canceled due to COVID. 

“’How to be Anti-Racist’: Reading, Black Feminist Primers, and the Contemporary Freedom Struggle.” Bi-Annual Reception Study Society Conference. BYU. September 2019.

“Speak Truth to the People”: Children’s Literature and Mari Evans’ Political Pedagogy. Children’s Literature Association Conference. Indianapolis, IN. June 2019. (Because of illness requiring hospitalization, panel organizer Althea Tait, read my paper for me.)

“Well-Read Black Women: Reading, Social Media, and the Contemporary Freedom Struggle.” Invited lecture. BYU Kennedy Center Lecture Series 2019: Women & Politics. Provo, UT. 16 January 2019.

“Reading, Writing, and Racism: Ralph Ellison’s Invisible Man and African American Literacy in Cold War America.” Invited lecture. University of Birmingham’s Centre for American and Canadian Studies. Birmingham, U.K. 19 November 2018.

“Revolutionary Design: Print Culture and the New Left.” Invited keynote address for “Design, Sound and Vision in Midcentury America.” Annual Kern Conference in Visual Communication. Rochester, NY. April 2018.
“Reading, Writing, and Racism: Ralph Ellison’s Invisible Man and African American Literacy in Cold War America.” Invited lecture. Center for Print and Digital Culture. University of Wisconsin–Madison. Madison, WI.  12 April 2018.

“Radical Print Culture and the Global ‘68.” American Comparative Literature Association National Meeting. Los Angeles, CA. 29–31 March 2018.

“Contemporary Black Feminism.” Invited lecture for Women’s Studies Colloquium. Brigham Young University. Provo, UT. 15 March 2018.

“Reading, Writing, and Resisting: Women of Color and Radical Print.” Invited lecture for Women’s History Month. Nassau Community College. Garden City, NY. 8 March 2018.

“Books and Blackness: Reading and African Americans During the Cold War.” Invited Black History Month lecture. Southern Utah University. Cedar City, UT. 22 February 2018. 

“Reading America: Books as Weapons During the Cold War.” Invited lecture as part of Books and Bridges’ “Book Works” series. Salt Lake City, UT. 25 January 2018.
“Reading, Writing, Resisting: Women of Color and the Pedagogy of Print.” American Studies Association National Meeting. Chicago, IL. November 2017.

“‘Woke’ and Reading: Social Media, Reception, and Contemporary Black Feminism.” Reception Studies Society National Meeting. Minneapolis, MN. September 2017.

“Book or Comic? Adapting, Publishing, and Reading Classics Illustrated.” Society for the History of Authorship, Reading, and Publishing International Meeting. Victoria, B.C. June 2017.

“New Media for an Old Message: Print Culture, Democracy, and New Left Politics in 1960s America.” Ray & Ida Lee Beckham Lecture in Communications. Brigham Young University. 29 October 2015.

“Making Reading Popular: Cold War Literacy and Classics Illustrated.” Reception Studies Society National Meeting. Fort Wayne, IN. September 2015.

“Creating ‘Living Documents’: Student Radicalism, Poststructuralism, and John Barth’s Lost in the Funhouse.” Modern Language Association National Meeting. Chicago, IL. January 2014.

“Reading Reading in/of Cold War Metafiction.” Reception Studies Society National Meeting. Milwaukee, WI. September 2013. 

“Radical Print Culture.” Modern Language Association National Meeting. Seattle, WA. January 2012. 

“Reading Writers Reading Wright.” 100 Years of Richard Wright: The Man, His Work, and 

His Legacy. University of Utah. SLC, UT. April 2009.

“Prescription or Possibility? Reading Reading in Postwar Metafiction.” Narrative National Meeting. Austin, TX. May 2008.

 “The Medium, The Message, The Movement: Print Culture and New Left Politics.” Modern Language Association National Meeting. Chicago, IL. December 2007.

“Lorraine Hansberry’s Radical Politics: A Reconsideration.” American Literature Association National Meeting. Boston, MA. May 2007.

“Real Men Wear Aprons: Cold War Nationalism and the Barbecue.” American Culture Association National Meeting. Boston, MA. April 2007.

“Surviving Graduate School in the Humanities.” Panel discussion. Mormon Studies Association. Provo, UT. March 2007.

“The Politics of ‘Home’ in Lorraine Hansberry’s A Raisin in the Sun.” College English Association National Meeting. San Antonio, TX. April 2006.

“The ABCs of Mad Magazine: Reading, Citizenship, and Cold War America.” Popular Culture Association/American Culture Association National Meeting. Atlanta, GA. April 2006.

“Contemporary Literature and the Novel of Ideas.” Panel Moderator and Respondent. Modern Language Association National Meeting. Washington, DC. December 2005.

“Oh Say, Can You Read?: Literacy, Nationalism, and Cold War Consensus.” Modern

Language Association National Meeting. Philadelphia, PA. December 2004.

“You Are What You Read: Catching Cold War Character(s) and J.D. Salinger’s The

Catcher in the Rye.” Pacific Modern Language Association. Reed College (Portland, OR). November 2004.

“The Re(a)d Menace: Cold War Fiction and the Politics of Reading.” (Invited.) Presented paper as part of a colloquium series sponsored by the Center for the History of Print Culture in Modern America, a joint program of the University of Wisconsin-Madison and the Wisconsin Historical Society. April 2004.

“Reading is Fundamental: Cold War Nationalism and the Reading Crusade.” American Studies Association Conference. Hartford, CT. October 2003.

“Saving America’s Soul: The Cold War Reading Crusade.” Conference on Culture & the State.  Sponsored by the Canada Research Chairs Program. University of Alberta in Edmonton. May 2003.

“Made to Order Witness: Training the Cold War Reader in Alfred Hitchcock’s Films.” Twentieth Century Literature Conference. University of Louisville, KY. February 2001.

CAMPUS PRESENTATIONS
Host/moderator for “All In: The Fight for Democracy.” Global Women’s Studies. Brigham Young University. 12 November 2020.
“Such a Fun Age.” Guest moderator for the Global Women’s Studies Antiracist Book Club. Brigham Young University. 7 October 2020.

“Representing Blackness.” Guest lecture for International Cinema. Brigham Young University. 13 November 2019.
“’How to be Anti-Racist’: Reading, Black Feminist Primers, and the Contemporary Freedom Struggle.” Guest lecture in Introduction to Africana Studies class (IAS 221). 28 October 2019.

“’Woke’ and Organized: Women of Color and the Reading Revolution.” Guest lecture for the Women of Color Club. Brigham Young University. 24 October 2019.

“Black Lives Matter and the Contemporary Freedom Struggle.” Guest lecture in Africana Studies Introductory Class (IAS 221). 12 December 2018.

“Great Questions Lecture.” Honors Program. Brigham Young University. 29 October and 5 November 2018.
“Reading, Social Media, and Contemporary Black Feminism.” Africana Studies Forum. Brigham Young University. 18 October 2017.

“I Am Not Your Negro.” International Cinema lecture and post-film Q&A moderator. 12 October 2017.
“Slave Narratives in America.” Guest lecture for Africana Studies Introductory Class (IAS 221). Brigham Young University. 3 October 2017.

“Women of Faith, Women in Academia: Opportunities and Challenges for LDS Scholars in the Humanities.” Panel Participant. Brigham Young University. 29 June 2017.

“Reading Ethically: Or How Reading Books Can Prevent the Apocalypse.” Invited English Department Banquet Keynote Address. Brigham Young University. 22 March 2017.

“Embracing African American Art.” Take 5 presentation at Brigham Young University Museum of Art. 16 February 2017.
“Women in Academia.” Graduate Student Association Meeting. Brigham Young University. 16 November 2016.

“Helping Your Students Tell Their Story.” Humanities Internship Coordinator Meeting. Brigham Young University. 8 October 2015.

“Why an English Major?” Guest participant in Humanities College “Late Night with the Humanities” event. Brigham Young University. 24 October 2013.
“Never Cry Wolf: A New Environmental Ethic.” International Cinema lecture. Brigham Young University. 16 October 2012.

“From Uncle Sam to Disney’s ‘Commando Duck’: Illustrating War in America.” Lecture as part of the American Studies Lecture Series. Brigham Young University. 17 November 2011.
“Hansberry v Lee and A Raisin in the Sun.” Guest lecture at Brigham Young University’s J. Reuben Clark Law School. Brigham Young University. 1 April 2011.

“From Uncle Sam to Disney’s ‘Commando Duck’: Illustrating War in America.” Guest lecture as part of the Museum of Art’s lecture series in conjunction with the exhibit “At War! The Changing Face of American War Illustration.” Brigham Young University Museum of Art. 31 March 2011.

“Conference Prep 101.” Guest lecture for the English Society. Brigham Young University. 17 March 2011.

“To Kill a Mockingbird.” Guest lecture for International Cinema. Brigham Young University. 7 September 2010.

“Letters of Recommendation.” Guest speaker at Writing Across the Curriculum session. Brigham Young University. Fall 2010.
“Welcome to the Humanities—It’s a Blast!” Guest lecture for College of Humanities New Student Orientation. Brigham Young University. 27 August 2010.

“Lorraine Hansberry’s A Raisin in the Sun.” Great Works lecture for the Honors Program. Brigham Young University. 25 March 2010.

“In the Beginning Was the Bomb.” Guest lecture for International Cinema. Brigham Young University. 16 March 2010.

“American Literature at BYU.” Guest lecture for English 195 (Introduction to the English Major). Brigham Young University. 29 January 2009.

“Anton Bruckner’s Symphone No. 4—Romantique.” Lecture delivered to University 101 (Freshman Academy course). 29 October 2008.

“Balancing Scholarship and Teaching.” Presentation delivered to the College of Humanities and university administration. Brigham Young University. 10 October 2008.

“Atomic Anxiety and American Film.” Lecture as part of American Studies Lecture Series. 23 October 2008.

“Graduate Studies at BYU.” Guest presentation at BYU–Idaho. 9 October 2008.

“A BYU English Major with an American Literature Emphasis.” Guest lecture for English 195 (Introduction to the English Major). Brigham Young University. 24 September 2008.

“What’s the Difference?: Making the Transition from High School to BYU.” Guest speaker at University New Student Orientation. Brigham Young University. 29 August 2008.

“Researching Graduate Schools” and “Conference Prep 101.” Guest speaker in English 480R (Preparing Future Scholars Program). Brigham Young University. 13 March 2008.

“The Job Market.” Guest speaker in English 600 (Introduction to Graduate Studies). Department of English. Brigham Young University. 4 December 2007.

“Writing a Successful Letter of Intent.” Ph.D. preparation workshop. Department of English. Brigham Young University. 25 October 2007.

“Welcome to the Humanities—It’s a Blast!” Guest lecture for College of Humanities New Student Orientation. Brigham Young University. 31 August 2007.

“Contemporary American Literature and Literary Studies at BYU.” Guest lecture for English 195 (Introduction to the English Major). Brigham Young University. 5 March 2007.

“Researching Graduate Programs.” Guest speaker in English 480R (Preparing Future Scholars Program). Brigham Young University. 5 March 2007.

“Classroom Management.” Guest lecture at English 150 Weekly Instructor Meeting. Department of English. Brigham Young University. 1 February 2007.

“Representations of ‘Blackness’ in Little Foxes.” Post-performance presenter and panel participant for Theatre and Media Arts’s production of Lillian Hellman’s Little Foxes. Brigham Young University. 11 November 2006.

“Contemporary American Literature and Literary Studies at BYU.” Guest lecture for English 195 (Introduction to the English Major). Brigham Young University. 2 November 2006.

“Researching and Selecting Graduate Programs.” Co-led Ph.D. preparation workshop. Department of English. Brigham Young University. 28 September 2006.

“Teaching Source Evaluation.” Presentation during Fall 150/150H (Writing and Rhetoric) training meeting. Department of English. Brigham Young University. 25 August 2006.

“Researching Graduate Programs.” Guest speaker in English 480R (Preparing Future Scholars Program). Brigham Young University. 30 March 2006.

“Mutants, Delinquents, and Spies, Oh My! Atomic Anxiety in Film.” Paper presented as part of lecture series accompanying the exhibit “Nostalgia and Technology” at the Museum of Art. Brigham Young University. 16 February 2006.

“Soliciting Letters of Recommendation and Writing a Statement of Intent.” Co-led Ph.D. preparation workshop. Department of English. Brigham Young University. 13 October 2005.

“Social Context-Based Writing Instruction.” Presentation for English 610 (Rhetoric and Composition Theory).  Department of English. Brigham Young University. 3 October 2006.

“American Literary Studies.” Guest speaker in English 600 (Introduction to Graduate Studies). Brigham Young University. 26 September 2005.

“Contemporary American Literature and Literary Studies.” Guest lecture for English 195 (Introduction to the English Major). Brigham Young University. 10 February 2005.

“Cold War Masculinity and Bus Stop.” Post-performance presenter and panel participant for Theatre and Media Arts’s production of William Inge’s Bus Stop. Brigham Young University. 13 November 2004.

“Trouble Shooting in the English 115 Classroom.” Guest lecture at English 115 Weekly Instructor Meeting. Department of English. Brigham Young University. 7 October 2004.

“American Literary Studies.” Guest speaker in English 600 (Introduction to Graduate Studies). Brigham Young University. September 2004.
Public Humanities 
“Toni Morrison: An American Legacy.” KBYU’s Constant Wonder radio program. Brigham Young University. 7 August 2019.
“Rise of the Black Feminist through Literature and Social Media.” KBYU’s Top of Mind With Julie Rose radio program. Brigham Young University. 21 January 2019.
“Slave Narratives.” Panel participant on KBYU’s Top of Mind with Julie Rose radio program. Brigham Young University. 20 July 2018.

“Let Freedom Read: African American Literacy and the Struggle for Civil Rights.” Let Freedom Read Book Festival. Provo Public Library. 7 July 2018.

“The Power of Black Panther.” Panel participant on KBYU’s Top of Mind with Julie Rose radio program. Brigham Young University. 9 March 2018.
“The Role of Reading in Times of Crisis.” KBYU’s Top of Mind with Julie Rose radio program. Brigham Young University. 3 November 2017.
“Reading America.” KBYU’s Thinking Aloud radio program. Brigham Young University. October 2017.

“The Legacy of Langston Hughes.” KBYU’s Top of Mind with Julie Rose radio program. Brigham Young University. July 2017.

“Authoring Your Story/Leading Your Life.” Invited keynote address at the Utah Women in Higher Education Network Annual Meeting. Price, UT. 7 April 2017.

“Graphic Adaptations of ‘Classic Literature’.” KBYU’s Top of Mind with Julie Rose radio program. Brigham Young University. December 2016.

“Becoming the Author of Your Own Story.” Invited presenter at the Women Who Build Symposium. Provo Mayor’s Office/Utah Valley University/Utah County Chamber of Commerce, sponsors. Utah Valley University. 9 September 2016.

“Black Power, Beyoncé’s ‘Formation,’ and Police Boycott.” KBYU’s Top of Mind radio program. Brigham Young University. 15 March 2016.

“’Come Into the Fold’: Caring for the Poor and Needy.” Laura F. Willes Book of Mormon Lecture. Neal A. Maxwell Institute. Brigham Young University. 6 October 2015.

“Cold War Nationalism and the BBQ.” KBYU’s Thinking Aloud radio program. Brigham Young University. June 2015.
“The Worth of Souls is Great.” Brigham Young University Devotional. Brigham Young University. 6 August 2013.

“The Changing Face of War Illustration.” KBYU’s Thinking Aloud radio program. Brigham Young University. July 2011.

“From Uncle Sam to Disney’s ‘Commando Duck’: Illustrating War in America.” Community lecture for San Juan County Public Libraries. Blanding, Utah. 7 May 2011.
“From Uncle Sam to Disney’s ‘Commando Duck’: Illustrating War in America.” College Forum Address at Snow College. Ephraim, Utah. 9 September 2010.

“50th Anniversary of Harper Lee’s To Kill A Mockingbird.” KBYU’s Thinking Aloud radio program. Brigham Young University. June 2010.

“Atomic Anxiety.” KBYU’s Thinking Aloud radio program. Brigham Young University. July 2009.

“Civil Rights Literature.” Orem Public Library. Orem, UT. 25 September 2008.

“Lorraine Hansberry and Civil Rights.” KBYU’s Thinking Aloud radio program. Brigham Young University. September 2008.

“Atomic Anxiety in American Film.” Orem Public Library. Orem, UT. 21 September 2007.
TEACHING EXPERIENCE

Professor—Brigham Young University (Fall 2019-present)
American Studies 490
Senior Capstone

English 495
Senior Course: “Antiracism and Contemporary African American Lit”

English 396
Women’s Literature

English 390
Feminist Critical Theory (Cross-listed with GWS 422)

English 365
American Literature 1960-present

English 363
American Literature 1914-1960

English 251
Introduction to English Studies
Associate Professor—Brigham Young University (Fall 2011-present)
AmSt 490R
Senior Capstone
AmSt 399R
Internship Course

AmSt 390R
Special Topics: “Atomic America”
English 628R
Graduate American Lit Seminar: “The Myth of the 1950s” & “Contemporary


African American Literature”
English 495
Senior Capstone: “Contemporary African American Literature,” “African


American Literature and the Politics of ‘Home,’” and “Postwar American



Fiction and the Discourse of Dissent.”

English 396
Women’s Literature

English 390R
Special Topics: “Transnational Black Power”

English 365
American Literature 1960–present
English 363
American Literature 1914-1960
English 251
Introduction to English Studies
English 235
Studies in American Literature (GE)
Assistant Professor—Brigham Young University (Fall 2004-present)

AmSt 390R
Special Topics Seminar: “Atomic America”
English 666
Graduate American Lit Seminar: “Contemporary American Literature”

English 628R
Graduate American Lit Seminar: “Contemporary American Literature”

English 628R
Graduate American Lit Seminar: “Contemporary African American Literature”

English 495
Senior Capstone: “African American Literature and the Politics of ‘Home’”

English 495
Senior Capstone: “Postwar Fiction and the Discourse of Dissent”

English 490R
Special Topics: “Contemporary African American Literature”

English 365
American Literature 1960–present
English 363 
American Literature 1914–1960
English 293 
American Literary History
English 200 
Writing and Rhetoric
English 150H
Honors College Writing and Reading
English 115
College Writing and Reading
THESIS COMMITTEES

M.A. Thesis Committees

Chair

Name. African American trauma and redemption. Projected 

completion: Fall 2021.
Name. “Redefining Interpretive Authority and Social Action 
in Reading Groups: LDS Women’s Reception of Out of the Best 
Books.” Summer 2016.

Name. “Redefining Self in the Midst of ‘Things’: Marilynne
Robinson’s Housekeeping.” 8 June 2011.
Name. “The Ethics of Terror: Terror as Spectacle in Post-9/11 Literature.” 1 April 2011.

Name. "Signifyin' Black Power: Soul on Ice and the Subversion of Normative Whiteness.” 21 March 2011.

Name. “Psychoanalysis as Commodity in J.D. Salinger’s The Catcher in the Rye.” June 2009.

Name. “Home of the Brave: Inside the Courage Mythos of Norman Mailer’s War Literature.” June 2009.

Name. “Speaking from the Boundaries: Hybridity and Cold War African Americans.” May 2007.
Reader

Name. “More than ‘Plumb Crazy Indian Women’: Mental Illness
Reframed as Cultural Power in Linda Hogan’s Solar Storm.” Projected defense: 

March 2020.
Name. “Where Have All The Rebels Gone? Ideology and Conformity in Young Adult Dystopian Literature.” March 2018.

Name. “The Challenge of Happily Ever After: How Once Upon a Time Fanfic Fairytales Model Strategies for Ordinary Life Experiences.” June 2014.

Name. “Looking Outside the Canon: Owen 

Vincent Dodsen’s Boy at the Window.” June 2013.

Name. “Red by Association: New Negro Communism and Wallace Thurman’s The Blacker the Berry.” March 2013.

Name. “A Second Glance: Retroactive Continuity in Junot Diaz’s The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao.” March 2012.
Name. “Two Anonymous Pseudo-autobiographical Novels: Passing and the South in The Southerner and The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man.” Fall 2010.

Name. “Writing as Prayer: Jonathan Safran Foer’s Theory of Meaning.” May 2010.

Name. “The Absurd in the Briar Patch: Ellison’s Invisible Man and Existentialism.” March 2010.

Name. “Beyond Eden: Steinbeck and Allegory.” August 2009.

Name. “A True War Story: Reality and Simulation in the American Literature and Film of the Vietnam War.” May 2008.
Name. “Telling History Through the Stories of Women: Julia Alvarez’s In the Time of Butterflies and In the Name of Salome.” July 2006.

Name. “An Awakened Sense of Place: Thoreauvian Patterns in Willa Cather’s Fiction.” May 2006.

Honors Theses

Chair
Name. “Title.” Projected completion March 2021.

Name. “The Thrill of Possessorship: Collapsing Codes of Masculinity in The Age of Innocence.” 7 June 2011.

Name. “The Technology of Subjectivity.” June 2009.

Name. “‘Fixed between the Wax and Wane’: Backlash Politics and Autobiography Constructing Myth.” November 2006.

Referee

Name. “The Legacy Harlem in Hip-Hop: From Langston Hughes to
Kendrick Lamar.” June 2020.
Name. “Journey into the Interior: Essays on Biculturism.” August 2020.

Name, “Lydia Dunford Adler: The Life of the Forgotten Mormon Poet, Suffragist, and Missionary.” June 2018.
Name. “Reminiscences of Nate Salsbury: A Scholarly

Edition.” December 2016.

Name. “A Loaded Gun: An Examination of Emily Dickinson
and the Masculine.” December 2013.
Name. “The Virgin of Guadalupe: Self-Created Goddess.” April 2010.

Name. “The Ways of White Folk: Anglo-American Influences on the Poetry of Langston Hughes.” August 2008.

Name. “Reluctant Saints: Essays.” June 2007.
Global Women’s Studies Capstone Projects

Advisor
Name. “’Something large and old awoke’: Ecopoetics and Compassion 
in Tracy K. Smith’s Wade in the Water.” December 2020.

Name. “Revolutionary Motherhood in Contemporary African American Women’s Literature.” April 2018. Project won Honorable Mention for the Susa Young Gates Award.
Name. “Redefining Representations of Black Female

Subjectivity through the Erotic.” April 2016. Project won the Susa Young Gates Award.
Name. “‘Fixed Between the Wax and Wane’: Backlash Politics and Autobiography Constructing Myth.” April 2006.
CITIZENSHIP

Professional

Article Referee.

· Neohelicon. May & July 2018.

· Mississippi Quarterly. August 2015.

· Modern Drama. October 2014.

· MELUS. December 2012.

· Philological Quarterly. March 2010.
· Journal of American Culture. October 2019.
Book Reviewer.
· Reception. August 2018.
· SHARP (Society for the History of Authorship, Reading, and Publishing). June 2018.
· American Studies. August 2010.

Book Proposal Reviewer.

· UMass Press

· Oxford University Presss
NEH Summer Stipend Review Committee. October 2011.

Brigham Young University
FGEC GE Review Committee. December 2020–present.
Africana Studies, Program Committee Member. January 2014–present.
Women’s Studies, Program Affiliate. 2011–present.

Environmental Ethics Initiative, Committee Member. August 2010–present. 

American Studies, Advisory Council Member. 2005–present.

Black History Month Planning Committee. August 2011–2013.
Women’s Studies Curriculum Committee. Fall 2009–Fall 2010.
Freshman Academy Learning Community Coordinator. Fall 2008.

Participant, BYU Freshman Academy Orientation Video. Summer/Fall 2007.
College of Humanities
Diversity Task Force, Chair. August 2019–present.
American Studies Program Coordinator. August 2011–August 2016.

English Department
Diversity & Belonging Committee. Fall 2020–present.
Ad-hoc Curriculum Review. Summer 2020–present.
Ad-hoc Rank & Status Revision Committee. January 2019.
English Society Advisor. Fall 2018–present.
Acting Chair, Rank & Status Committee. Fall 2017.

Rank & Status Committee. Fall 2016–Winter 2018; Fall 2020–present.
Ad-hoc Rank & Status Revision Committee. October 2016.

Founder & Advisor, American Literature and Culture Circle. December 2007–2012.
Graduate Advisory Committee. May 2008–August 2011.

Hiring Committee. Fall 2004–May 2008.

Membership in Professional Societies
Modern Language Association (MLA)

American Studies Association (ASA)

Society for the History of Authorship, Reading, and Publishing (SHARP)
Reception Studies Society (RSS)

