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CURRICULUM VITAE

I. Education:

Ph.D. in American Studies, June 1998, Emory University


Emphasis: Satire and Twentieth Century Popular Culture


Dissertation: “Seriously Funny: A History of Satire in Twentieth Century 

Mainstream American Comic Strips”

M.A. in American Studies, 1994, Emory University


Emphasis: Nineteenth and Twentieth Century Popular Culture

Thesis: “EuroDisney and the Debate over Cultural Imperialism”


B.F.A. in Illustration and Graphic Design (Liberal Arts and Sciences minor), cum laude, University Honors, June 1992, Utah State University

II. Employment History
2014-present, Professor, Department of Humanities, Classics, and Comparative Literature, Brigham Young University

2005-2014, Associate Professor, Department of Humanities, Classics, and Comparative Literature, Brigham Young University

1998-2005, Assistant Professor, Department of Humanities, Classics, and Comparative Literature, Brigham Young University

1997-1998, Adjunct Professor, English Department, Snow College


1996-1997, Dean’s Teaching Fellow, Graduate Institute of the Liberal Arts, 

Emory University

1994-1996, Graduate Teaching Fellow, Graduate Institute of the Liberal Arts, 

Emory University


III. Honors and Awards

Alcuin Honors Fellow, 2018-2021
Humanities Center Fellow, 2014-2015

American Studies Professor of the Year, Brigham Young University, 2014
Alcuin Fellow, (Teaching Fellowship), Brigham Young University, 2008-2011.
American Studies Professor of the Year, Brigham Young University, 2009

“Thomas Inge Award,” For the best article of the year in Comics Studies, 

2004—For the paper “Gunning Down the Criminal Rats: Popularized Eugenic Theory in Chester Gould’s Comic Strip, Dick Tracy, 1931—1940” Sponsored by the National Popular Culture Association

Phi Kappa Phi

Finalist (one of five), "Ralph Henry Gabriel Dissertation Prize," National 

American Studies Association, 1998

Emory University, Dean's Teaching Fellowship, 1996-97

Emory University, Departmental Fellowship, 1992-1996

      Charles M. Schulz Award: Outstanding College Cartoonist in the Nation, 1990
IV. Citizenship


University:


Member, Dean’s Search Committee, College of Fine Arts, 2014-2015


Advisor, Comics Club 2012-2015


Member, Faculty Advisory Council, 2008-2011



Faculty affiliate, BYU Museum of Art, 2005-present


Honors Program affiliate, 2000-2020
Advisor, BYU’s improvisational comedy troupe, Laugh Out Loud, 2004-

2009



Artist/Cartoonist, The Collegiate Post, The Honors Program, and General 

Education, 2000-2010

College: 


Member, Rank and Status Committee, 2016-2019
Director, American Studies Program, 2005-2008

Advisor, Americana, student journal, 2005-2008

Affiliate, American Studies Program, 1999-2005, 2008-present


Member, Humanities College Committee on Student Mentoring, 2004-2005


Department:


Assessment Coordinator, 2019-present


Advisor, IHUM Club 2014-2019


Chair and Co-chair, IHUM Candidate Search Committee, 2011-2013



Section Head, Interdisciplinary Humanities Program, 2010-2014


Artist/Designer, sectional promotional materials, 2010-2014


Chair, Candidate Search Committee, 2006-2007

Member, Faculty Development Committee, 2003-2005

Organizer of the Departmental Brown Bag Scholarship Sessions, 

2004



Liaison, with Part-Time Faculty, 1999-2004

Professional:

Book review editor, Journal of American Culture, 2018-present

Article Reviewer, Journal of Graphic Novels and Comics, 2019-present

Article Reviewer, Inks: The Comics Journal, 2018-present


Article Reviewer, Studies in American Humor, 2015-present
Article reviewer, Genre: Forms of Discourse and Culture, 2013-present
Reader/Reviewer of book manuscripts for the University Press of Mississippi, 

2012-present
Book reviewer, Image/Text, 2012-present
Editorial Board, The International Journal of Comic Art, 2011-present
Article reviewer/Book reviewer, Studies in American Humor, 2007- present
Judge, Annual Paper Competition, Comics Area, National Popular Culture 

Association, 2005-2015
Article reviewer, American Music, journal of the University of Illinois Press, 

2006-2010
Member, Visual Culture Studies Caucus of the National American Studies 

Association, 2004-2009
  

Member, Comic Studies Section Organizing Committee in the National 

Popular Culture Association, 2001-2014
V. Scholarship and Creative Work

A. Books
Gary Larson and The Far Side. Jackson: University Press of Mississippi, 2018.

We Go Pogo: Walt Kelly, Politics, and American Satire. Jackson: University Press of 

Mississippi, 2012.

Garry Trudeau: Doonesbury and the Aesthetics of Satire. Jackson: University Press of 

Mississippi, 2008.  

B. Chapters in Books
“Folding Against the Establishment: Satiric Distance and Difference in Al Jaffee’s 

Backpage feature in MAD Magazine.” Expanded and updated version of article that first appeared in Studies in American Humor. Seeing MAD: Essays on MAD magazine’s humor and legacy. Judith Yaross Lee and John Bird, eds. 299-322. Columbia: University of Missouri Press, 2020.
“20th Century American Comic Strips.” Teaching Modern British and American 

Satire. Evan Davis and Nicholas Nace, eds. 218-229. New York: Modern Language Association of America, 2019. 
“Classical Bodies vs. the Criminal Carnival: Eugenics Ideology in 1930s Popular Art.” 

Making it Modern: Popular Culture and Eugenics in the 1930s: National Efficiency and American Mass Culture, Sue Currell & Christina Cogdell, eds. 269-307. Athens: Ohio University Press, 2006.  
“The Importance of Being ‘Bono’: The Philosophy and Politics of Identity in the Lyrics 

and Personae of U2’s Frontman,” U2 and Philosophy: How to Decipher an Atomic Band, Mark Wrathall, 55-72. Chicago: Open Court Press, 2006. 


“The Art and Political Satire of Mike Lukovich of the Atlanta Journal/Constitution.” 


Graphic Opinions: Editorial Cartoonists and Their Art, edited by Jack 


Colldeweih and Kalman Goldstein 129-38 and 179-188. Bowling Green, OH: 


Bowling Green State University Popular Press, 1998.

“The Art and Political Satire of Bruce Plante of the Chattanooga Times.” Graphic 

Opinions: Editorial Cartoonists and Their Art, edited by Jack Colldeweih and 

Kalman Goldstein 129-38 and 179-188. Bowling Green, OH: Bowling Green State University Popular Press, 1998. 

C. Articles

“Walt Kelly’s Pogo and the Politics of De/Re-Racialization in Midcentury Comics” Inks: 


The Journal of the Comics Studies Society (Vol. 1, Issue 1, Spring 2017): 4-26.

“Folding Against the Establishment: Satiric Distance and Difference in Al Jaffee’s 


Backpage feature in Mad Magazine” Studies in American Humor (Fall  



2014, No. 30): 95-110.
“The Comics Go To War” War, Literature & the Arts (Fall 2013, Vol. 25): 1-20.

“From Jive Crows in Dumbo to Bumbazine and Pogo: Walt Kelly and the Conflicted 

Politics of Reracinating African American Types in Mid-20th Century Comics” 

The International Journal of Comic Art (Fall 2010, Vol. 12, No. 2/3): 125-149.

“Serious ‘Silly Talk’: The Politics of Dialect in Walt Kelly’s Comic Strip Pogo” The 

Journal of Popular Culture (Vol. 43, No. 5, 2010): 1081-1110.

“The Pathetic Carnival in the Cubicles: The Office as Meditation on the Misuses 
  

     
and Collapse of Traditional Comedy” Studies in American Humor (Summer 
2009, No. 19): 83-103.

“From Swarthy Ape to Sympathetic Everyman and Subversive Trickster: The 

     
 Development of Irish Caricature in American Comic Strips between 1890 and 

      
1920” The Journal of American Studies (August 2005): 257-296.
“Performing ‘Jiggs’: Irish Caricature and Comedic Ambivalence Towards 

      
Assimilation and the American Dream in George McManus’s Bringing Up 

      
Father, 1913-1930.” The Journal of the Gilded Age and Progressive Era     

      
(April 2005): 173-213.
“Gentrifying the Alternatives or Alternifying the Mainstream? Consolidation, 

Incorporation, and the State of Comic Strip Satire in Alternative Weeklies, 

1985—2000.” International Journal of Comic Art, 3.2 (Fall 2001): 189-201.

“From Rowdy, Urban Carnival to Middle-Class Pastime: Reading Richard 

Outcault’s The Yellow Kid and Buster Brown.” The Columbia Journal of American Studies. 4 (March 2000): 143-67.

D. Encyclopedia Articles
“Walt Kelly.” American Political Humor: Masters of Satire and their Impact on U.S. 

Policy and Culture, edited by Jody C. Baumgartner, 269-271. New York: ABC-

CLIO, 2019.

“Doonesbury.” American Political Humor: Masters of Satire and their Impact on U.S. 
Policy and Culture, edited by Jody C. Baumgartner, 375-378. New York: ABC-

CLIO, 2019.

“Political Cartoons.” The Guide to United States Popular Culture, edited by Ray B. Browne and Pat Browne, 622 and 896-897. Bowling Green, OH: Bowling Green State University Popular Press, 2001.
“Weird Tales and the Horror Pulps.” The Guide to United States Popular Culture, edited by Ray B. Browne and Pat Browne, 622 and 896-897. Bowling Green, OH: Bowling Green State University Popular Press, 2001.

E. 
Book Reviews

“Funnybooks.” Book Review, Studies in American Humor, Special Issue: Satire Today, 
Vol. 5. No. 1 (Fall 2019). 

“Comics Scholarship Joins Broader Discussions about Popular Culture, Region 

and Race: Review of Comics and the U.S. South.” Review Essay, Image/Text, Vol. 7, No. 3 (Fall 2014).
“A Mormon Humorist.” Review of The J. Golden Kimball Stories, 


by Eric Eliason. Studies in American Humor, (Fall 2008): 123-129.

Review of The Art of George du Maurier, by Richard Kelly. INKS: Cartoon and 

Comic Art Studies 4.1 (February 1997): 47-8.

F. 
Short pieces in BYU publications

“Baby Ruth,” Interpretive essay of painting in BYU’s permanent display of American 

Art, 2013.

“Your Dialogue Does Belong in the Movie,” The Critics Corner, The BYU Political 

Review, (Sept. 2011, Vol. 7, Issue 1): 7.

“A Reflection on George Inness’s November, Montclair,” Brigham Young University 

Museum of Art Magazine, (Fall 2007): 4-5.  
VI. Other Publications (Popular/Satiric):
“The Plight of Utah’s Middle Children” (Short, humor piece) Utah Life, 

November/December, 2020, 62-63.
“Awkward Christmas Giving Traditions” (Short, humor piece) Utah Life, 

November/December, 2020, 62-63.
“Has Our Hiking Tradition Gone Too Far” (Short, humor piece) Utah Life, 
September/October, 2020, 62-63.
“Nobody Does Patriotism Like Utah” (Short, humor piece) Utah Life, 
July/August, 2020, 62-63.
“Camping Trip Traditions Gone Bad” (Short, humor piece) Utah Life, May/June, 2020, 

62-63.
“A Guide to Utah’s Newest Seasonal Festivals” (Short, humor piece) Utah Life, 

March/April, 2020, 62-63.
“A Guide to Driving in Utah” (Short, humor piece) Utah Life, January/February, 2020, 

62-63.

“Funny Things Utahns Say” (Short, humor piece) Utah Life, November/December, 2019, 

62-63.

“The Longest Half Marathon” (Short, humor piece) Utah Life, September/October, 2019, 

63.

“Family Reunions Everyone Can Enjoy” (Short, humor piece) Utah Life, 

July/August, 2019, 63.

“Utah Trail Etiquette” (Short, humor piece) Utah Life, May/June, 2019, 63.

“Letter From the Utah Jazz” (Short, humor piece) Utah Life, March/April, 2019, 63.

“A Guide to Skiing in Utah on a Middle-Class Budget” (Short, humor piece) Utah Life, 

January/February, 2019, 63.

“Me and My Pretty Neat Ancestors” (Short, humor piece) Utah Life, 

November/December, 2018, 63.

“A Fly Fishing Fool” (Short, humor piece) Utah Life, September/October,

 2018, 63.

“Doomsday Prepping for Beta Males” (Short, humor piece) Utah Life, July/August,
 2018, 63.

“Why I’d Miss Scouting (For the Most Part)” (Short, humor piece) Utah Life, May/June,
 2018, 63.

“Utah Wedding Receptions (and how to avoid being invited to them)” (Short, humor 


piece) Utah Life, March/April, 2018, 63.

“Black Mirror has an important message for families, but not with its current sleaze” 
(Newspaper article) Deseret News, Jan. 31, 2018.
“Recent ‘Technology in Education’ Articles You May Have Missed” (Short comic piece) 

“The Conversation” in The Chronicle of Higher Education, 29 January 2013.

“Academic Abroad: A Cautionary Tale” (Comic, personal essay with illustration) The 

Chronicle Review, 5 February 2012, B20.
“RateMyProfessor’sAppearance.com” (Comic, personal essay with illustration) The 

Chronicle Review, 12 September 2010, B20.
“The St. Valentine’s Day Boxer-Shorts Massacre,” (Comic, personal essay with  

illustration) The Chronicle Review, 13 February 2009, B24.
“The Antiprofessor Speaks Out,” (Satiric piece with illustration) The Chronicle Review, 5 

December 2008, B20.
“May I Have Ketchup With My Sushi,” (Comic piece with illustrations) The Chronicle 

Review, 15 August 2008, B20.
“Mutiny of the Adjunct Bots,” (Short satirical piece with an illustration), The Chronicle 

Review, 30 November 2007, B5.

“Humanities Faculty For Hire!” (Short satirical piece), Inside Higher Education, 17 

September 2007, Views page.

“The Lipizzaner Approach to Teaching,” (Short satirical piece with an illustration), The 

Chronicle Review, 6 October 2006, B7.

“The Escher Exploitation,” (Short satirical piece with illustrations—parodies of the The 

DaVinci Code) The Chronicle Review, 18 June 2004, B20.

“Things You Shouldn’t Say in a Tenure Track Job Interview,” B10.No. 17, December 

1999, Point of View page, The Chronicle of Higher Education.

“Recent Post-tenure Review Innovations,” No. 27, 10, March 2000, Point of View page, 

The Chronicle of Higher Education.

“Things You Shouldn’t Say at Your Dissertation Defense,” No. 44, 7 July 2000, B11, 

Point of View page, The Chronicle of Higher Education.

“Academic conferences that didn’t cover their costs,” August 4, 2000, B10, Point of 

View page, The Chronicle of Higher Education.

“Effective Ways to Speed Up Committee Meetings,” March 9, 2001, B 16, Point of View 

page, The Chronicle of Higher Education.

“You Know You’ve Been an Academic too Long if. . ,”  March 8, 2002, B17, Point of 

View page, The Chronicle of Higher Education.

“Some Schools of Theory That Have Yet to Catch On” July 12, 2002, B17, Point of View 

page, The Chronicle of Higher Education.

“More Things You Shouldn’t Say in a Tenure Track Job Interview,” May 23, 2003, B17, 

Point of View page, The Chronicle of Higher Education.

“Alternative Careers for Humanities Phds,” June 6, 2003, B17, Point of View page, The 

Chronicle of Higher Education..

Chelsea Clinton’s Freshman Notebook, (Illustrator and contributing writer) New York: 

Hyperion Press, 1997.

Illustrations and cartoons in the following publications: The Chronicle of Higher 

Education, Campus Life Magazine, U. The National College Newspaper, 

Cracked Magazine, The American Diabetes Association, LawLoop, Health 2000, 

Southern Changes, Dialogue Journal, and On Turner's Trail: 100 Years of 

Writing Western History (1988-1996).  
Two self-published book collections of cartoons published in The Utah Statesman, 

(USU’s student newspaper), 1991, 1992.


VII. Creative Work: Oil Paintings in Publications/Juried Shows/Presentations
Honorable mention, Oil painting division, Orem Art Show, 2020.

2nd place, Oil painting division, Highland Arts Show, 2019.

1st place, Experienced/Professional division, American Fork Arts Show, 2019.
Timp Arts Foundation Award, American Fork Arts Show, 2019.

“Midway Morning” Painting accepted into The Springville Museum Spring Salon, April-
June, 2019. (25% acceptance rate: approx. 1,300 submissions, 250 accepted for 
show).
 “Harvest Time in the Unita Foothills” Painting accepted into The Springville 
Museum Spring Salon, April-June, 2018. (20% acceptance rate: approx. 1,500 
submissions, 250 accepted for show).

“All in the Family,” 3 artist show at the Provo Library, Fall 2018.

3rd Place, Utah County Art Show, Professional Category, 2018

2nd Place, Highland Arts Show, Professional Category, 2014
Multi-artist yearly show in May, Friends of Historic Spring City, 1999-

St. George, Zions Bank Art Show, 1st place: “Canyon de Chelly Revisited,” Jan. 2012

Spring City-Affiliated Artists Show, Springville Museum of Arts, Aug.—Oct. 2011

Single painter show at the Orem Public Library, March – April 2011.

3rd Place: “Haybails at Dusk,” Utah County Art Exhibition, Provo Utah, May—June 

2011.  

4-person show, The Gallery Mar, Park City, July 2009.

Honorable Mention: “The Horses at Covered Bridge Canyon,” Provo Freedom Festival 

Fine Art Show, 2009.

“Looking North to Moroni.” Published in BYU Studies, Winter 2004.

“Isaiah’s Elations.” Six-painting show accompanied by poems by George Handley, 


Brigham Young University Museum of Art, March 7, 2002.

“Spring City Sheep.” Painting accepted into the The Springville Museum Spring Salon, 

April-June, 2001. (20% acceptance rate: approx. 1,200 submissions, 230 

accepted for show).

“Looking South From Zions.” Springville Museum Spring Salon, 2003.

VIII. Professional Papers and Presentations

A. 
International

“The Immigrant as Laughable Scapegoat or Subversive Trickster: Conflicted Comedies 

of Assimilation in Early American Comic Strips.”  Nordic Association of 

American Studies conference on “Trading Cultures” in Copenhagen, Denmark, 

August 8-12, 2001.  

“America as Utopian Futurama : the Ideological Codings and Uses of Images of America 

as the Future in the Modernist Era,” French Americanists Association Meeting in 

Aix-en-Provence, France, May 27-29, 2000.

B. 
National
(Invited) “Gary Larson and The Far Side,” Lecture and consultations with the 

employees of Andrews McMeel Universal Publishing in Kansas City, 

Missouri, Dec. 4, 2018.

“Comic Strips and Editorial Cartoons in the Age of Digital Reproduction” The 


National Popular Culture Association, San Diego, California, April 12-15, 


2017.

“The Cosmic, Comic Carnival: Expanding the Notion of Satire on the Traditional 


Funnies Page” The National Popular Culture Association, Seattle, Washington, 


March 22-25, 2016.
"Gary Larson’s The Far Side, Parody, and the Science of Signs" The National Popular 


Culture Association, New Orleans, Louisiana, April 1st-4th, 2015.
“Pogo as a ‘Black’ Character: the Persistent Usefulness of African American Comedic 

Types and Voices in Walt Kelly’s Mature Comic Strip,” Festival of Cartoon Art, 


Ohio State University, Ohio, November 14th-17th 2013.
 
“Containing the Carnival: Critics and Issues of Class in Early Comic Strips,” 

National Popular Culture Association, Washington D.C. March 27-30, 2013.

“The ‘Atrocities of the Color Supplements’: the cultural rhetoric of attacks on early, turn-

of the-twentieth century comic strips,” National Popular Culture Association, Boston, Massachusetts, April 11-April 14, 2012.

“The Comics Go To War,” National Popular Culture Association, Boston, Massachusetts, 

April 20-April 23, 2011.

“From Jive Crows in Dumbo to Bumbazine in Pogo : Walt Kelly and the Conflicted 

Politics of Mid-Century Comic Black-Masking,” National Popular Culture Association, St. Louis, Missouri, March 31-April 3, 2010.

(Invited) “Doonesbury in a Time of War,” Guilford College, Greensboro, NC., October 7, 

2009.  (Unable to deliver speech because of commitment to London study abroad 

program.)

 
“The Pathetic Carnival in the Cubicles: The Office as a Meditation on the Misuses of 

Comedy,” National Popular Culture Association, San Francisco, California, April 
9-12, 2008.
“What Happened to the Walden Commune?  Garry Trudeau and the State of the 

Liberal-Intellectual Tradition at the Start of the Twenty-First Century,”
National Popular Culture Association, Boston, Mass., April 4-7, 2007.
“Serious  Silly Talk: The Politics of Dialect in Walt Kelly’s Comic Strip, Pogo,” National 

Popular Culture Association Conference in San Diego, California, March 23-26, 2005.

(Invited) “Politics and Humor.” Guest on NPR radio program 90.3 at Nine, WCPN 

Cleveland, aired July 22, 2005.

“Dick Tracy, Meet Mr. Darwin and Mr. Freud: The intersection of Eugenics and 

Popularized Freudian Psychology in Chester Gould’s Gallery of Criminal 

Grotesques”  National Popular Culture Association Conference in New Orleans, 

Louisiana, March 20-24, 2004.

“Performing Jiggs: Ethnic Ambivalence in George McManus’s Comic Strip Bringing Up 

Father” National Popular Culture Association Conference in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, March 17-21, 2004.

“Bad Breeding and Crime in Dick Tracy’s Rogues Gallery: The Comic Art of Chester 

Gould and the Popularization of Eugenics Theory in 1930s America.” National 

American Studies Association Conference in Houston, Texas, Nov. 14-17, 2002.

“Targeting the Cosmos: Expanding the Definition(s) of Satire for 20th Century Comic 

Strips.” National Popular Culture Association Conference in Toronto, Canada, 

March 13-16, 2002.

“American Art Depreciation 101: The Benefits and Challenges of Using Cultural Studies 

Theory and Methodology in the Traditional Survey Course.” National American 

Studies Association Conference in Washington, D.C., November 8-11, 2001.

“Gentrifying the Alternatives or Alternifying the Mainstream? Consolidation, 

Incorporation, and the State of Comic Strip Satire in Alternative Weeklies, 

1985—2000.”  National Popular Culture Association Conference in Philadelphia, 

April 11-14, 2001.

“Passport Problems at the Border Crossing: Traditional Academia’s Trouble with the 

American Studies Scholar,” National American Studies Association Conference, 

Montreal Canada, November, 1999. 

“The Politics of Satire: Al Capp’s Li’l Abner and Bill Griffith’s Zippy the Pinhead,”

National Popular Culture Association Conference, San Antonio, Texas, April, 

1997.

“Fresh off the boat and funny: An analysis of the function and reception of immigrant 

types in turn-of-the-century newspaper comic strips in the United States,” 

American Studies Association Conference, Kansas City, Missouri, Oct. 31, 1996. 

“Satire as Protest: Walt Kelly's 'Pogo' During the McCarthy Era,” National Popular 

Culture Association Conference, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, April 12, 1995. 

C. Regional/Local
(Invited) “The Postmodern Shift,” Guest lecture for new online 202 course, BYU, July 

30, 2020.
(Invited) “The Far Side: The Benefits of Reading Gary Larson’s Strange Cartoons,” BYU 

Education Week, August 22nd, 2019.
(Invited) “Kerry Soper and The Far Side” Modicum Interview with Peter 

Midgley, February 27, 2019.

(Invited) “Latter-Day Profile” Interview with Brian Howard, televised on BYUTV on 

September 27, 2019.
(Invited) “The History of Western Film,” Guest lecture for HIST 350, Brigham 

Young University, Dec. 5, 2018.

(Invited) “The Hero’s Journey in Popular Culture,” Public lecture at the Springville Art 

Museum, November 7, 2018.

(Invited) “Gary Larson and The Far Side,” Public lecture sponsored by the 

Comparative Literature Program at BYU, Oct. 11, 2018.


(Invited) “Gary Larson and The Far Side.” Constant Wonder, KBYU Radio, Oct. 5, 

2018.

(Invited) “Roundtable discussion of the work of Rabbi Dr. Alon Goshen-Gottstein.” In 

Good Faith, KBYU Radio, April 15, 2018.


(Invited) “Romeo and Juliet.” The Apple Seed, KBYU Radio, April 11, 2018. 

(Invited) “Kerry Soper and The Far Side” Modicum Interview with Peter Midgley, 

February 27, 2019.
(Invited) “Latter-Day Profile” Interview with Brian Howard, televised on BYUTV on 

September 27, 2019.
(Invited) “The History of Western Film,” Guest lecture for HIST 350, Brigham 

Young University, Dec. 5, 2018.

(Invited) “The Hero’s Journey in Popular Culture,” Public lecture at the Springville Art 

Museum, November 7, 2018.

(Invited) “Gary Larson and The Far Side,” Public lecture sponsored by the 

Comparative Literature Program at BYU, Oct. 11, 2018.


(Invited) “Gary Larson and The Far Side.” Constant Wonder, KBYU Radio, Oct. 5, 

2018.

(Invited) “Roundtable discussion of the work of Rabbi Dr. Alon Goshen-Gottstein.” In 

Good Faith, KBYU Radio, April 15, 2018.


(Invited) “Romeo and Juliet.” The Apple Seed, KBYU Radio, April 11, 2018. 

(Invited) “Clowns, Tricksters and Fools: The Endearing Everyman Figures of Early 


Film Comedy.” BYU International Cinema, March 13, 2018.

(Invited) “The Story Behind Dr. Strangelove.” BYU International Cinema, March 2, 


2017.

(Interview) History of African American types in Hollywood Films, “With the Success of 
Hidden Figures, here’s a look at African American Representation in film,” Lottie Johnson, Deseret News, Feb 2, 2017.

(Invited) “Normative and Subversive Representations of Masculinity in Midcentury 

Film,” Feminism and Masculinities Seminar, Women’s Studies Program, BYU, 

Jan. 31 and Feb. 2, 2017.

(Invited) “The History of Comics,” This’ll Take Awhile, KBYU Radio, July 11, 2016.
(Invited) “Comics and Children’s Literature,” Worlds Awaiting, KBYU Radio, April 16, 


2016.
(Invited) “The Far Side” IHUM club lecture, Jan. 29, 2015.
(Invited) “Satire and the Charlie Hebdo Attacks,” Thinking Aloud, KBYU Radio, Jan. 12, 

2015.
 
(Invited) “The Top Ten Reasons to Major in the Humanities,” Humanities Experience for 

in freshman, Summer 2014.

(Invited) “The Comics Go to War: Depictions of Combat and its Costs on the Funnies 

Page, American Studies Lecture Series, BYU, Oct. 27, 2011.

(Invited) “American Identity and American Art,” Thinking Aloud, KBYU Radio, Oct. 13, 

2011.

(Invited) “The ‘Yankee Spirit’ Panel Discussion,” BYU Museum of Art, Sept. 29, 2011.

(Invited) “The Poploric Satire of Walt Kelly and Al Capp,” Presentation to The American

 
Literature and Culture Circle at BYU, April 5, 2011.

(Invited) “Doonesbury Goes to War,” Keynote address at Symposium at the BYU 

Museum of Art: “Illustrating War: The Aesthetics and Ethics or Representation,” 
Feb. 26, 2011.

(Invited) “The Pathetic Carnival in the Cubicles: The Office as Meditation on the 

Misuses of Traditional Comedy,” English Club, Brigham Young University, 

January 21, 2010.

(Invited) “Ethnic Stereotypes in Early Comic Strips,” Sociology Dept., Brigham Young 

University, March 15, 2009.

(Invited) “Garry Trudeau,” Thinking Aloud, KBYU Radio, Fall 2008.

(Invited) “Caricature and Race in the Comics,” Thinking Aloud, KBYU Radio, Winter 

2007.

(Invited) “The Importance of Being Bono,” KBYU interview series, Fall 2006.

(Invited) “The Simpsons and the Politics of Parody,” Guest speaker at the BYU English 

Society Brown-Bag Lecture Series, November 16, 2006.

(Invited) “Mormon Comedy and Satire.” KBYU radio lecture series, Aired Summer 

2005.


(Invited) "Quiet Laughter and Serious-Mindedness: The Shifting, Awkward Roles of the 



Satirist, Comedian, or Humorist in Mormo-American Culture." American Studies 



Lecture Series, in the Library auditorium, February 15, 2005


(Invited) “The Ideological Construction of the Criminal Rogues Gallery in Chester Gould’s 



Dick Tracy,” Humanities, Classics and Comparative Literature Brown Bag Lecture 



Series, October, 2003


(Invited) “The Shifting Roles of Ethnic Types in Turn of the Century Comic Mediums,” 



Humanities, Classics and Comparative Literature Brown Bag Lecture Series, 



October, 2003

(Invited) “The Creative Process: Integrating Innovation & Inspiration,” Panel discussion 

with Al Rounds, Ken Dutcher, Dean Hughes, Louise Plummer, and George 

Handley—part of the 2003 Honors Symposium, Feb. 7, 2003.

“Can You Put Some Aspens and Elk in that Scene?”: Painting and the Aesthetics of Place 

in Sanpete County Utah, Passion for Place: Art and Tourism in a Multicentered 

Society, Brigham Young University Museum of Art, March 7-8, 2002.

(Invited) “Pop vs. Fine Art,” Mock Debate between me and Dr. Handley--organized by 

the Noble Ideal, a student Humanities club, March 23, 2001.

(Invited) “The Politics of Language in Comic Strip Satire,” The Humanities Language 

Center’s Fall Seminar series, November 2, 2000.

(Invited) “The Useful Future: Images of Future in 20th century American Culture,” 

Featured speaker in the Utah Humanities Council’s 2000 speakers bureau.

“The Politics of Visual Satire, "Culture for Sale: Critical Perspectives on Consumer 

Culture," Cultural Studies Conference, Atlanta, Georgia, April 6, 1996.

“The Mouse That Invaded France: EuroDisney and Cultural Imperialism,” Eighth Annual 

National Graduate Student Conference on Culture Studies, Emory University, Atlanta Georgia, March 18, 1994.

IX. Work in Progress
An edited book on interviews with Jules Feiffer for The University Press of Mississippi’s 

Conversations series.

“Percival Chubb and the Menace of Sunday Supplements”—article to be submitted to The Journal of Gilded Age and Progressive Era America

X. Teaching

Courses taught: 
Honors 227: The Comedy of Life—taught 2 times

American Studies 303: Theory and Methodology—taught 3 times
American Studies 390: American Identities—taught 2 times

American Studies 395: Theories and Methodologies—taught one time

IHum 202 (Arts of Western Culture, Part II)—taught 11 times

IHum 250 (Introduction to the Humanities)—taught 4 times

IHum 262 (American Humanities: 1876 to the present)—taught 23 times
IHUM 280 (Humanities and Popular Culture)—taught 2 times
IHum 350 (Interpretation of Literature and the Arts)—taught 12 times
IHum 390 (Film Theory)—taught 3 times
IHum 420, 620 (Postmodernism)—taught 2 times

IHum 425R, 625R (Satire in American Culture)—taught 4 times

IHum 425R, 625R (American Culture in the 1950s and 1960s)—taught 5 times

IHum 425R, 625R (Comedy in the Western Tradition—team taught with Stan Benfell)—taught 

one time

IHum 490R, 690R (Comedy and Satire in American Culture)—taught 10 times

IHum 440R (Landscapes and Gardens in Art, Literature, and Film)—taught one time

Late Summer Honors (Three different courses: “Comedy in American Film,” “Film Westerns,” 

and “Screwball Comedies”)—taught 10 times

IIHUM 490, 690R (Popular Film Genres in the Twentieth Century United States)—taught 6
times

IIHUM 620 (Grad student only version of Popular Film Genres)—taught one time

MA theses:


Chair:

            Anne Hart

                     “Selling the American Dream: The Comic Underdog in American Film”
                       (March 2017)


Julie Kohler



“‘Ride, Ride Away’: Transcendental Homelessness and the Western” (2014)
John Darowski



“The Mythic Symbols of Batman” (2007)


Katie Smith



“Liminal Butlers: Discussing a Comic Stereotype and the Progression of 



Class Distinctions in America” (2007)


Will Bishop



“Malamud’s The Natural and Baseball Myth in American Culture” (2006)

Cristy Meiners



“The Cultural Myths of the American Automobile in Robert Frank’s The 

Americans and 1950s Popular Culture” (2005)

Anvi Hoang

“A Comparative Study of Dale Carnegie in American and Viet 

Namese Cultures” (2003)

Kerolann Cardon

“Chicago: A Case Study of Public Art in Action” (Recipient of 

Graduate Research Award, April 10, 2001)

Reader:

Barbie DeSoto

“Violence, transcendence and spectacle in the age of social media: #JeSuisCharlie demonstrations and Hollande’s speech after the 2015 terrorist attacks” (April 2017)
Ruth Miller



“The Subjection of Authority and Death Through Humor: Carnivalesque, 


Incongruity, and Absurdism inCormac McCarthy’s Blood Meridian and No 


Country for Old Men” (2014)
Claire Warnick


“Monsters and the Fiction of Carson McCullers and John Steinbeck” (2013)

Jonathan Smith


        “’Gimme an Issue, I’ll give you a Tissue – Wipe My Ass with It’: Lou Reed’s 


Adaptations and the Pain They Cause (2013)
Amanda Solomon



“Haunting the Imagination: The Haunted House as a Figure of Dark Space 

American Culture” (2012)

Vilja Johnson



"It's What You Do That Defines You: Batman as Moral Philosopher” (2011)


Jasie Stokes



“Zombies in American Popular Culture” (2009)

Christijan Draper



“Family Dynamics in Bill Watterson’s Calvin and Hobbes” (2009)

Ben Welch



“The Victimless Crime” (2005)

Shauna Robertson



“Anna Mary Freeman’s Room: Women and Art in Antebellum America”

(2004)

JoLee Gillespie



     “Modernism’s Incorporation of the Myth: Attic Tragedy in Eugene 



     O'Neill’s Mourning Becomes Electra and Adolph Gottlieb’s Oedipus 



     Series” (2004)

Natalie Nielson



“Three Early Earthworks and the American West: The Possibility of 

Redemption” (2004)

Kristen Paige Anderson Ebert

“Fantastic Literature in Nineteenth Century France: Marking the 

Path to the Decline of the Sacred” (French MA student) (2003)
Honors theses:


Chair:

Allison Rietz

Genres: a New Approach to Museum Exhibits (ORCA grant) (2014)

Adam Lloyd


“The Unsinkable Molly Brown and the Nouveau Riche Architectural Styles of 



late nineteenth century Colorado” (also received an ORCA grant) (2014)

Melissa Ellsworth

“Within the Careful Limits of Good Taste: Censorship and Screwball Comedy in World War II Hollywood” (2012)


Kate Sonne

“’That Wild Little Wood’: The Social Functions of Gardens in Jane 

Austen’s Fiction” (2007)

Brandon Dewitt

“Villainy, Debauchery, and the Pursuit of Happiness: A Cycle 

Describing Villains from Nineteenth Century Literature and Popular 

Culture” (2002)

Kaylynn Walch

“Playing the Shadow” (2002)

Rachelle Koenen

“Henry David Thoreau—Perpetuating the Myth of Paradoxical 

Nature in Contemporary Environmentalism” (2004)



Cory Walker



“Reading Krazy Kat”

Reader:

Marianna, Thurston


Forming the Feminine in the Burgeoning Era of Women Heroes (2014)

Lauren Whetten



“The Color Grid in the Formation of Paul Klee’s Painting” (2013)


Amy Elisabeth Johnson Wilson

“Transculturation and the Presence of Cultural Memory and the Arts in Paule Marshall’s Praisesong for the Widow and Cristina Garcia’s Dreaming in Cuban” (2002)


Chris Deaver

“Missionary Manual” (2003)
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